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SUBJECT: NORMALIZATION OF US/CONGO RELATIONS 

FOR AMBASSADORS 

1 . AMBASSADORS ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS 
THAT IN RESPONSE TO INITIATIVES FROM LATE CONGOLESE 
PRESIDENT NGOUABI AND NEW PRESIDENT YHOMBI-OPANGO, US 
GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO MOVE TOWARD NORMALIZATION OF 
RELATIONS WITH CONGO. FRY HAS INFORMED BRAZZAVILLE 

ON OUR BEHALF THAT ASST. SEC. SCHAUFELE IS PREPARED, 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 122027 

TO MEET IN BONN JUNE 6-7 WITH CONGOLESE MIN. FOR. AFF. 

OBENGA FOR DISCUSSIONS TOWARD THIS END. OBENGA WILL BE 
ON AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO BONN. 

2. BACKGROUND: EARLIER THIS YEAR, LATE PRESIDENT NGOUABI 
SENT CONGRATULATORY INAUGURAL MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT CARTER 
IN WHICH NGOUABI EXPRESSED HOPE FOR NORMALIZATION OF 
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RELATIONS DURING 1977. PRESIDENT CARTER'S RESPONSE VIA 
GERMAN AMBASSADOR IN BRAZZAVILLE EXPRESSED HOPE 
TWO COUNTRIES WOULD FIND WAYS TO MOVE TOWARD NORMALIZATION 
OF RELATIONS AND PROPOSED MEETING AT MUTUALLY CON- 
VENIENT TIME AND PLACE. 

3. PRESIDENT CARTER S MESSAGE REACHED CONGOLESE 
GOVERNMENT AFTER NGOUABI'S ASSASSINATION MARCH 18, AND WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY BROADCAST ON RADIO BRAZZAVILLE BY THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT. ON MAY 3 PRESIDENT YHOMBI-OPANGO SENT 
PRESIDENT CARTER A MESSAGE REITERATING CONGO'S WILLINGNESS 
TO RESUME DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. PRESIDENT CARTER S 

REPLY TO YHOMBI OPANGO STATED QUOTE THAT WE WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO SEND A DELEGATION TO MEET WITH YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVE IN BONN IN EARLY JUNE END QUOTE. 

4. RELATIONS WERE SUSPENDED IN 1965 AS A RESULT OF 
HARASSMENT OF U.S. OFFICIALS IN BRAZZAVILLE. THE ONLY 
OTHER ISSUE, NATIONALIZATION OF MOBIL AND TEXACO 
PROPERTIES, DOES NOT POSE A SERIOUS OBSTACLE TO 
NORMALIZATION. VANCE 
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TAGS: PFOR, CF, US 

SUBJECT: NORMALIZATION OF US/CONGO RELATIONS 

FOR AMBASSADORS 

1 . AMBASSADORS ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS 
THAT IN RESPONSE TO INITIATIVES FROM LATE CONGOLESE 
PRESIDENT NGOUABI AND NEW PRESIDENT YHOMBI-OPANGO, US 
GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO MOVE TOWARD NORMALIZATION OF 
RELATIONS WITH CONGO. FRY HAS INFORMED BRAZZAVILLE 

ON OUR BEHALF THAT ASST. SEC. SCHAUFELE IS PREPARED, 

TO MEET IN BONN JUNE 6-7 WITH CONGOLESE MIN. FOR. AFF. 

OBENGA FOR DISCUSSIONS TOWARD THIS END. OBENGA WILL BE 
ON AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO BONN. 
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2. BACKGROUND: EARLIER THIS YEAR, LATE PRESIDENT NGOUABI 

SENT CONGRATULATORY INAUGURAL MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT CARTER 
IN WHICH NGOUABI EXPRESSED HOPE FOR NORMALIZATION OF 
RELATIONS DURING 1977. PRESIDENT CARTER'S RESPONSE VIA 
GERMAN AMBASSADOR IN BRAZZAVILLE EXPRESSED HOPE 

TWO COUNTRIES WOULD FIND WAYS TO MOVE TOWARD NORMALIZATION 
OF RELATIONS AND PROPOSED MEETING AT MUTUALLY CON- 
VENIENT TIME AND PLACE. 

3. PRESIDENT CARTER S MESSAGE REACHED CONGOLESE 
GOVERNMENT AFTER NGOUABI'S ASSASSINATION MARCH 18, AND WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY BROADCAST ON RADIO BRAZZAVILLE BY THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT. ON MAY 3 PRESIDENT YHOMBI-OPANGO SENT 
PRESIDENT CARTER A MESSAGE REITERATING CONGO'S WILLINGNESS 
TO RESUME DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. PRESIDENT CARTER’S 

REPLY TO YHOMBI OPANGO STATED QUOTE THAT WE WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO SEND A DELEGATION TO MEET WITH YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVE IN BONN IN EARLY JUNE END QUOTE. 

4. RELATIONS WERE SUSPENDED IN 1965 AS A RESULT OF 
HARASSMENT OF U.S. OFFICIALS IN BRAZZAVILLE. THE ONLY 
OTHER ISSUE, NATIONALIZATION OF MOBIL AND TEXACO 
PROPERTIES, DOES NOT POSE A SERIOUS OBSTACLE TO 
NORMALIZATION. VANCE 
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